ORIGINAL GRIESBACH PLAYGROUND SALVAGED - GETS A MAKEOVER
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We are happy to report that phase one of the original playground refurbishment is complete.
Anyone who has walked past the southeast corner of

February/March 2019

Maple Leaf Park might have noticed some changes including:
•

Fully painted and refurbished original structure

•

New slides and safety upgrades

•

An Apollo spinning merry-go-round

•

A multi-function playset for smaller children

•

A Jeep climber

•

All new sand and curbing

•

Regraded sod and landscaping

•

Maple trees

•

Multiple benches and picnic tables

JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
What’s the time commitment for the board?

Your time is valuable and we keep this in mind. Board
meetings are limited to one weekday evening per month.
They usually take place at MGG School, from 7-9 p.m.
After the once-per-month meeting, additional time
commitments vary depending on the projects and events
related to your position.

Why should I run for a board position?

We are pleased to report that the current work has come
in under budget. This means that we can now add even more
equipment, including a large four-seat swing set, more benches
and smaller playground bouncers and spinners.
The next phase of the work will be completed in the spring
and the playground will be fenced off again while this work is being completed.
Above: Newly installed features include a Jeep climber and
Apollo merry-go-round. Below: Coming under budget means a
swing can be added.

Funding for this project came from the Griesbach Community League. Removing old equipment and installing the new elements was a collaborative effort with Edmonton Public Schools
and the City of Edmonton.

GET YOUR FREE SAND HERE
The City of Edmonton roads department installed a free sandbox on Kinross
Road, just south of the original playground, this winter. Bring a bucket and shovel
and help yourself to sand to spread on your icy sidewalks and driveways.
Please do your best to keep the area clean. If the box needs a refill, or requires
maintenance, call 311.

Monday, March 11, 7 p.m., MGG School
This is your chance to know what is going on in the
community and have your say on priorities for 2019-20.
The
Griesbach
Community
League
Annual
General Meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 11th,
2019 at Major General Griesbach School, 304 Griesbach
School Rd NW, from 7-9 p.m.
This is an open meeting. All members of the community
are invited to attend. We will be giving an update on events
and accomplishments during the past year and outlining
future priorities. There will be an opportunity to provide
feedback.
The AGM is also the time we hold elections for new
board members.
You must have a valid Griesbach Community League
membership in order to run for a board position or vote in
new members. Memberships will be on sale ahead of the
meeting, or you can purchase one online at efcl.org.

List of positions up for election

www.griesbachcommunity.com
Follow us on Facebook.

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR MORE FREQUENT
E-NEWSLETTER ON OUR WEBSITE!

• President*			
• Secretary			
• Neighbourhood Watch
• Structures & Facilities

• Sports
• Programs
• Fundraising
• Membership

* Must have served a minimum of two years on the GCL board

Meet new friends. The board works hard, but it finds
lots of time for fun. The board members aim to foster a
friendly, inclusive volunteer environment. You don’t need
to know anyone on the board to join and there are social
events just for members throughout the year.
Make the neighbourhood even better. You will have a
hand in planning and executing the kind of events and programs you want to see in Griesbach.
Be in the know. You will be the first to know what is going on in the neighbourhood. You will liaise with local developers, politicians and other stakeholders to have your
say on new projects, priorities and developments.
Build your network. At least one of our board members
launched a great new career this year through a connection made during GCL volunteer work. We can’t promise
you a new or better job opportunity, but we can promise a
chance to develop new skills and meet all kinds of people.

Interested in running? Questions?
Please get in touch today!
If you have any questions or wish to notify us on your
intention to run, please email Brad Tilley:
president@griesbachcommunity.com
See griesbachcommunity.com for board member job
descriptions.

The City of Edmonton wants to hear your
thoughts on Snow & Ice Control Ahead of
our AGM. They’ll have a booth set up at the
school starting at 6:30 p.m.

SIGN OUR SOBEYS PETITION

Join residents in asking the federal Competition Bureau to force
Sobeys to sell or develop its derelict Griesbach lot

Sign the petition at:

griesbachcommunity.com/sobeys-lot
Residents of Griesbach are sick and tired of the undeveloped, derelict commercial lot on the southeast corner of
the neighbourhood. The Griesbach Community League has
decided to act, by launching a Competition Bureau complaint
campaign in order to pressure the lot owner, Sobeys Inc., to
sell or develop.
Sobeys purchased the highly visible and commercially
valuable lot on the corner of 137th Avenue and 97th Street
NW to build a grocery store. When Sobeys bought the Safeway chain in 2013, plans to develop this lot stopped. There
is now no incentive for Sobeys to build a new store directly
across from Safeway, the store it already operates in Northgate Centre. By holding this corner lot, Sobeys is ensuring
that no other grocery competitor can build near its Safeway
store.
To make matters worse, when Sobeys agreed to be an
anchor-tenant, they were permitted to place restrictive covenants on the commercial land adjacent to the property.
These restrictions prevent businesses that would compete
with a grocery store—including bakers, butchers and flower
shops—from leasing available commercial space in Griesbach Square. Sobeys clearly has no interest in becoming
an anchor tenant. These covenants restrict competition and
should be removed.
“Sobeys has intentionally prevented business development in the southeast corner of Griesbach for more than six
years,” says Griesbach Community League president Brad
Tilley. “Consumers in Griesbach and surrounding neigbourhoods have less choice because of Sobeys’ actions. It is time
for the Competition Bureau to act.”
Sobeys has ignored concerns raised by the Griesbach

GRIESBACH MINOR SPORTS REGISTRATIONS
Soccer, baseball and all-new Explorers registration

Community League in the past and that is why we are launching a campaign, asking residents to complain to the federal
Competition Bureau about Sobeys. We believe Sobeys is violating at least two sections of the act.
So far, this campaign has been well-received, with dozens of complaints from residents and media coverage by
CBC, the Edmonton Journal, Global and 630 CHED. Thanks
to everyone who has already submitted a complaint, shared a
Facebook post and otherwise supported this effort.
Sobeys had not responded directly to the community
league at the time of publication. To read more about the complaint, and add your name to the growing list of residents who
have said enough is enough, go to:

griesbachcommunity.com/sobeys-lot
SPORTS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Our long-suffering sports director is in need of help for
the 2019 outdoor season.
He puts in hours of work for free and is looking for a few
more parents to share in the sports duties.
In addition to coaches, he is looking for equipment managers, end-of-year party planners and parents who could
attend one or two zone meetings per month when he is
not available to do so.

GRIESBACH EXPLORERS
A NEW local sports/activity program for
pre-schoolers

TWO DATES REMAIN FOR GRIESBACH MINOR
SOCCER, BASEBALL & EXPLORERS REGISTRATION
There are two dates for parents to register their kids for all
three community league run sports programs. Register at Major
General Griesbach School, 304 Griesbach School Road on:

March 6 - 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
March 12 - 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
It is MANDATORY that you attend one of the two Griesbach
registration dates listed above. If you do not attend, your child
may not be placed on a team.

Interested? Email sports@griesbachcommunity.com or
ask for Bill on registration night.

Any registrations after the March 12 session will be subject to
an additional volunteer commitment and $50.00 fee per child.
The season starts in early May and runs until the end of June,
pending cities and provincials.

REGISTRATION DATES FOR GRIESBACH
COMMUNITY GARDENS – MARCH 6 & 12

Before attending the in-person registration night, you will need
to register through the EMSA north website (soccer) or the NEZ
baseball website (baseball).

If you already have a garden
plot, you must pay your fees
between 6:30 and 7:30 p.m.
on March 6 or March 12 at
Major General Griesbach
School.
Want a plot?
There is a two- to three-year
waiting list. Call Bob, 780456-0671, to get your name
on the list. There is no fee to
be on the waiting list.

You will also need a valid community league membership,
which you can purchase online at efcl.org, or during the
registration night.

FULL REGISTRATION DETAILS AT:

griesbachcommunity.com/summer-sports
Visit this link for all registration requirement (required forms,
cheques, age categories, fees and more) as well as links to the
various programs.

With the success of the Griesbach Minis in
the winter session, the community league will
offer a new Griesbach Explorers program that
will run from the start of May until the end of
June.
This program is open to children born
in 2014 and 2015, to a maximum of 25
participants.
It will run every Wednesday, starting May
1 to June 26 from 6 to 7 p.m. It will take place
outside, in and around the parks in Griesbach.
The program will consist of various activities which allow children to develop physical
skills such as coordination, balance, exercise,
hand-eye coordination, teamwork and fair play.
Activities could include tag games, yoga, soccer, baseball, hiking and track and field. All the
activities will be facilitated by mentor coaches
from the Griesbach Explorers program.
The Griesbach Explorers program has a
formal registration process that will take place
on March 6 and March 12, 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at
MGG school, at the same time as soccer and
baseball registration. The cost is $50 for the
program. You must be a resident of Griesbach
and hold a valid Griesbach Community League
membership. Download and fill out the form for
Explorers at:
griesbachcommunity.com/summer-sports/

This is a parented program. Parents remain
with the children and are encouraged to participate in the activities. All parents must be willing
to volunteer during one of the sessions as an
assistant.
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